The nursing practice environment in rural hospitals: Practice Environment Scale of the Nursing Work Index assessment.
Acute-care rural hospitals comprise 41% of US community hospitals, yet little is known about the quality of nursing practice environments (PEs) in these settings. Thus, there is little evidence for rural nurse leaders to access in organizing nursing practice to support quality staff and patient outcomes. The Practice Environment Scale of the Nursing Work Index (PES-NWI) has not been tested with a rural nurse sample and the literature does not provide reference scores for this group. This article presents findings to support the PES-NWI as a measure to describe rural acute-care nurse PEs and provides reference values for nurse leaders to use to implement evidence based nursing practice.